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Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with
Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or
Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not
made up of one part but of many. 1 Corinthians 12:12–14 (NIV )
My family has a Labor Day tradition. The entire gang gathers at my parents’ home on the
river for jet-skiing, swimming, good food... and homemade ice cream. My mother makes the
best homemade ice cream.
This Labor Day we were waiting for the ice cream, but the ice-cream maker just kept
spinning. Then my dad remembered that he accidentally tossed the tiny part in the bottom
out. That one little part ended up being important, and without it, the ice cream took much
longer to get firm.
Like that tiny part in the ice-cream maker, each part of Christ’s body is important to the
livelihood of Christ’s church. We may not feel like our tiny part matters, but in the entire
scheme of things, we could be the reason the church doesn’t stand firm. He needs our part.
For me, I sometimes feel I don’t offer anything overly impressive to the growth of the
Kingdom. I can speak, but I’m sure not great at it. I can sing, but it’s nothing to write home
about. And it took me years before I gathered the courage to pray out loud. But I do have a
few things I can do and enjoy doing.
I can write and share God’s message with my readers. I can teach the preschoolers at church
and help start their growth in the Lord. I can do my part servicing the nursery so new moms
can fully enjoy the sermon. I can be willing to attribute my good mood to my good Lord
whenever asked why I seem particularly happy. I can also let others know that God will see
me through when I’m having hard times.
Faith step: Eat a bowl of ice cream today and think about all of the parts that were necessary
for that delicious taste, and then thank Jesus that you can be a tiny part in His Kingdom.

The end of summer is in sight, and the break
from summertime heat will be welcome. We at
First Congregational Church would like to greet
and welcome you as we move into the latter
part of the year.
Fall festivities will soon begin, and we
hope that you will join us! Another attic sale
and Thanksgiving events are being planned.
Congregators’ is on September 1st. We
hope to see you there!
James Norman, Moderator

Ministry and Fellowship
Welcome back after a restful summer! Hope everyone is ready for
the upcoming church calendar that includes Thanksgiving ,
Advent, and Christmas! (Yes it's that time again)
We have lots to do in the months ahead as we plan for services
and special events. Anyone wishing to help is always welcome.
We meet the second Sunday of each month.
Norma Booth

Board of Outreach and Education
We want to wish all teachers and students a happy new school
year! We are looking forward to our future outreach events. The
events will be posted on our social media as well as being
announced during our Sunday church services. If anyone has any
ideas for either outreach or education, please feel free to contact
me.
~ Caitlin Orozco, Head of Outreach and Education

Labors of Love
Thomas Merton, an American monk, writer and social
activist, said, “It is in the ordinary duties and labors of
life that the Christian can and should develop his
spiritual union with God.” As the United States
observes Labor Day, may we find meaning not simply
in marking summer’s end but in celebrating the ways
nearly all “duties and labors of life” can empower
ministry and faith.
Whether as a dentist, parent, artist, teacher,
mechanic, gardener, city councilor, farmer, day
laborer, attorney or anything else, a Christian can
begin each workday or shift by praying for
opportunities to serve whoever they’ll encounter. We
also can pray for and seek ways to grow in “spiritual
union with God”: cultivating spiritual fruits; actively
loving God and neighbor; seeing Jesus in the
vulnerable; practicing humility, gratitude and praise.
In Labor Day, may we find inspiration to make all our
labors loving and faithful!

TRUSTEES
Who else looks forward to the end of summer? Come
September we welcome the opportunity to continue our efforts in
finishing the grounds around the church. Temps will allow us to
work outside for more than 30 minutes. We have made wonderful
improvements so far and we all are looking forward to the finish
line. Trustees will need any and all help that comes our way.
I have read that many churches are "for sale" for many
reasons. One of the biggest reasons churches are sold is because
the expense of utilities to heat and cool large buildings occupied by
shrinking congregations. We had that exact same problem. By
relocating FCC is able to lower our outgoing cost. Our only problem
this summer was our A/C unit would not stay on when needed. After
seeking advice from heating and cooling companies we were faced
with possible costs nearing 8 thousand dollars. Fortunately Don
Grandjean woke up in the middle of the night with a possible
solution. Don replaced the thermostat for less than forty dollars.
Low and behold, that solved the issue.
Sometimes throwing money at a problem is not the answer. It
seems like the answer was an easy one to figure out, but in reality
we lucked out. We welcome new thoughts and ideas to improve our
new home. We are blessed to have a defined goal we can work to
achieve together. Let us all join in allowing the Holly Spirit guide us
all.
Thank you all for your support.
Don Grandjean and Chris Orozco Trustees

Happy Birthday to — and for — you!
Birthdays are unique because they celebrate who someone is, not
what they’ve done. Henri Nouwen wrote, “It is more important to
celebrate a birthday than a successful exam, a promotion or a victory.
Because to celebrate a birthday means to say to someone, ‘Thank you
for being you.’ ... On a birthday we do not say, ‘Thanks for what you
did, or said, or accomplished.’ No, we say, ‘Thank you for being born
and being among us.’”
To rejoice over someone purely for who they are is an echo of God’s
joy over us. Some families celebrate “baptism birthdays”
(anniversaries) by lighting candles, sharing scripture and prayer,
perhaps looking at photos and recounting stories of that milestone
event that marked the beginning of their faith life.
On a birthday, said Nouwen, “we lift someone up and let everyone say,
‘We love you.’” In baptism, God lifts us to his very heart and declares,
“You are my precious child. I love you.”

• Labor Day, September 2, 2019
• National Grandparents Day, September 8, 2019
• Patriot Day, September 11, 2019
• Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15 – Oct. 15, 2019
• First day of autumn, September 23, 2019

! Announcements !
•

Join us for an evening of cards and fun! Pinochle will be on
September 27th at 6:00pm.

•

Come be social at our weekly Thursday morning breakfast! Starts
at 9am, venues change each week, so just ask where we will be.
September 5

Arizona Charlie’s East (Buffet)

September 12

Bonanza Lounge

September 19

Denny’s (Maryland Pkwy - Across from
Sunrise Hospital)

September 26

Boulder Station (Buffet)
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Every Sunday:
Worship Service 10:00am
Sunday School offered during worship

