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Weighed down 
Many people dream of having the “right stuff” to fly to space. Recently, 
18,300 people applied for just 12 astronaut spots at NASA! Fanfare over 
the moon landing’s 50th anniversary is sure to spark even more interest.  
 
Leaving behind earthly troubles and floating in zero gravity must be 
amazing, right? Not, it turns out, for one’s body. Weightlessness takes a 
heavy physical toll in space. Without resistance, muscles waste away and 
bones weaken. Bodily systems we take for granted are disrupted, causing 
disorientation. To counteract these effects, astronauts wear resistance 
suits while exercising. Ironically, after escaping Earth’s gravity, they 
must replace it.  
 
Similarly, we long for trouble-free days and pray for an end to earthly 
burdens, not recognizing that exertion, whether physical or spiritual, 
builds strength. “He who knows no hardships will know no hardihood,” 
said Harry Emerson Fosdick. “He who faces no calamity will need no 
courage. … The characteristics in human nature which we love best grow 
in a soil with a strong mixture of troubles.”  
 



Education	  and	  Outreach	  

We	  appreciate	  all	  the	  help	  and	  support	  we	  got	  with	  our	  attic	  sale.	  We	  
had	  a	  huge	  success	  making	  a	  little	  over	  $1000,	  which	  was	  a	  100%	  
profit.	  We	  also	  had	  a	  barbecue	  fundraiser.	  We	  were	  very	  optimistic	  on	  
how	  well	  it	  would	  do.	  We	  made	  around	  $600.	  There	  were	  many	  
benefits	  on	  why	  we	  should	  have	  the	  barbecue,	  we	  have	  to	  start	  
somewhere.	  We	  hope	  that	  the	  next	  time	  we	  can	  grow	  upon	  it	  just	  like	  
the	  attic	  sale.	  We	  as	  a	  community	  are	  starting	  anew.	  Every	  stride	  
we’ve	  made	  is	  good,	  but	  they	  are	  beginning	  strides.	  
	  
~	  Caitlin	  Orozco,	  	  Head	  of	  Outreach	  and	  Education	  

                      Summer Fruit Basket 
Taste some fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) — perfect for summer, and 
all year round!  
 
• Love: “There is always an ‘again’ with love.” —Unknown  
• Joy: “I don’t think of all the misery, but of the beauty that still remains.”  
            —Anne Frank  
• Peace: “Peace begins with a smile.” —Mother Teresa  
• Patience: “The purposes of God may sometimes seem delayed, but they are    
                    never abandoned.” —H.C. Mears  
• Kindness: “Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind  
                    can see.” —Mark Twain  
• Goodness: “Goodness means to do things for the glory of God.”  
                    —Martyn Lloyd-Jones  
• Faithfulness: “Do small things as if they were great because of the majesty   
                         of Christ, who does them in us.” —Blaise Pascal  
• Gentleness: “There is nothing stronger in the world than gentleness.”  
                       —Han Suyin  
• Self-control: “God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and  
                         self-control.” —2 Tim. 1:7 (ESV) 



Grace Arlene Baters Schmiedel was born on December 17, 
1939 in Kent, Ohio.  She had an older sister, Joan Laughton 
and a younger sister, Marian Toth.  She grew up in Ohio and 
attended Kent State, where she received her Bachelor’s degree 
in Education. 

She married Don on August 26, 1965.  Shortly afterward they 
moved to Las Vegas.  Grace worked for Clark County School 
District as a Kindergarten teacher, specializing in Chapter 
1/remedial classes.  She received her Master’s degree in 
Education, from UNLV. 

Grace and Don joined First Congregational Church in 1966.  
Grace wore many hats over the years.  She was a Sunday 
School teacher and Superintendent; Director of the Jr. Choir; a 
member of the Chancel Choir; member of Pricillas; the church 
historian and helped out whenever she was needed. 

Grace was loved by many and will be forever remembered in 
the hearts of all.  She was summoned to heaven on May 10, 
2019. 



If	  you	  have	  been	  in	  Las	  Vegas	  for	  any	  amount	  of	  time	  it	  is	  
anticipated	  you	  would	  know	  how	  the	  summer	  schedule	  works	  
here	  at	  FCC.	  	  The	  heat	  has	  come	  and	  we	  are	  now	  in	  survival	  mode	  
till	  our	  temperature	  cools	  some	  time	  about	  September.	  	  
Historically	  FCC	  sees	  a	  drop	  in	  attendance	  in	  the	  summer	  months.	  	  
We	  also	  attempt	  to	  limit	  our	  meetings	  due	  to	  limited	  activity	  for	  
the	  church.	  	  We	  are	  working	  on	  a	  schedule	  for	  our	  work	  around	  
the	  church	  can	  be	  completed.	  	  	  

	   Over	  the	  last	  several	  months	  we	  have	  been	  in	  transition,	  
welcoming	  Vision	  of	  Grace	  Church	  to	  our	  worship	  home.	  It	  has	  
been	  so	  exciting	  witnessing	  the	  new	  directions	  VGC	  has	  
promoted	  in	  their	  partnership	  with	  us.	  	  The	  people	  have	  once	  
again	  reminded	  us	  that	  graciousness	  is	  a	  true	  quality	  our	  new	  
friends	  show	  in	  all	  aspects	  of	  Christianity.	  	  

	   As	  always,	  we	  as	  Trustee’s	  of	  the	  church	  are	  truly	  blessed	  
to	  be	  entrusted	  with	  the	  responsibilities	  of	  the	  church.	  God	  has	  
blessed	  us	  all	  in	  many	  ways	  for	  many	  years.	  	  We	  give	  thanks	  for	  
all	  that	  comes	  our	  way.	  

	  

	   	   	   	   Don	  Grandjean	  and	  Chrisy	  Orozco	  	  
	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  Trustees	  



A Guide for Giving 
I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am afraid 
the only safe rule is to give more than we can spare. In other words, if 
our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, amusements, etc. is up to the 
standard common among those with the same income as our own, we 
are probably giving away too little. If our charities do not at all pinch 
or hamper us, I should say they are too small. There ought to be things 
we should like to do and cannot do because our charitable 
expenditures exclude them.  
 
—C.S. Lewis 
  

              A Day Away in a Quiet Place 
Maya Angelou said, “Each person deserves a day away in which no 
problems are confronted, no solutions searched for. Each of us needs 
to withdraw from the cares which will not withdraw from us.” 
Similarly, when Jesus’ disciples were consumed with ministry, he 
urged them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get 
some rest” (Mark 6:31, NIV).  
 
The late days of summer might be just the time to seek “a day away” 
not only from problems but even from ministry. While serving God and 
others can be energizing, we must balance work with rest. God set 
that example, resting after creating the world; Jesus set that 
example, calling his disciples away — not just alone, but with him — to 
be refreshed.  
 
Spend a relaxing day at a lake. Go on a scrapbooking retreat or a 
leisurely hike with a friend. Find a monastery that welcomes guests, 
and experience 48 hours of prayer and silence there. Invite Jesus into 
that time and space. And remember another message he shared: 
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest” (Matthew 11:28, NIV). 



              God is everywhere 

              
 
We are living in a world that is absolutely transparent, and God is shining  
through it all the time. This is not just a fable or a nice story. It is true. If  
we abandon ourselves to God and forget ourselves, we see it sometimes,  
and we see it maybe frequently. God shows himself everywhere, in  
everything — in people and in things and in nature and in events. It  
becomes very obvious that God is everywhere and in everything and we  
cannot be without him. It’s impossible. The only thing is that we don’t see it. 
 
—Thomas Merton  



! Announcements ! 
• Join us for an evening of cards and fun! Pinochle will be on  

July 12th and August 9th at 6:00pm.  
 

• Come be social at our weekly Thursday morning breakfast! Starts       
at 9am, venues change each week, so just ask where we will be. 

 July 4 & August 1  Arizona Charlie’s East (Buffet) 

 July 11 & August 8  Bonanza Lounge 

 July 18 & August 15  Denny’s (Maryland Pkwy - Across from                
                                       Sunrise Hospital) 

 July 25 & August 22  Boulder Station (Buffet) 

 August 29   To Be Determined 

• U.S. Independence Day, July 4, 2019 
• Pinochle, July 12, 2019 
• Pinochle, August 9, 2019 
 
 
 



	  

	  

First Congregational Church, UCC 

2709 Horseshoe Drive, Las Vegas, NV 89120 
(702) 642-2220 

 
Visit us online at: UCClasvegas.org 

Facebook: UCC Las Vegas 
Twitter: @1stUCCLV 

Google+ Community: First Congregational UCC 
 
 

Every Sunday: 
Worship Service 10:00am 

Sunday School offered during worship 

“Summer Rain” 
Oh, what is so pure as the glad summer rain,  
That falls on the grass where the sunlight has lain?  
And what is so fair as the flowers that lie  
All bathed in the tears of the soft summer sky?  
 
The blue of the heavens is dimmed by the rain  
That wears away sorrow and washes out pain;  
But we know that the flowers we cherish would die  
Were it not for the tears of the cloud-laden sky.  
 
The rose is the sweeter when kissed by the rain,  
And hearts are the dearer where sorrow has lain;  
The sky is the fairer that rain-clouds have swept,  
And no eyes are so bright as the eyes that have 
wept.  
 
—Fannie Sherrick 
	  


