	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

First Congregational Church, UCC

THE CLARION
January 2019

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16
Tis’ the end of the calendar year and as so we say good by to the
mainline Christmas season. The season comes as a tidal wave and
leaves so clam we wonder what made us scramble for the last two
weeks. Yet, once again we are to remember that we have been given the
greatest gift one could receive. We have not been given just a second
chance to follow our Savior, we have been given an opportunity to stand
up and shout, "we believe in you as you have believed in us". It takes
one person to start a movement and none of us are too old or too young
to not be part of it. Every day we have new opportunities given to us thru
grace. I am looking forward to being with all of you as we find new ways
to further our Christian mission of Love and Compassion. The grace of
God has always been with us and we have the ability to share it with all
who are in need.
Thank you for allowing we to be part of your lives
Pastor Chris Orozco

Welcome to 2019! Hope all of you enjoyed our
Advent season and Christmas Eve service. Our
decorations were amazing and set the tone for
all of us this year-thanks Carolyn! We have
now been in our new home for 8 months and
have had many joyous occasions to add as
new memories. As we begin this new year, let
us prepare ourselves for all the joys and
challenges that we will experience with open
hearts and minds. God has blessed us in many
ways from Chris as our minister to beautiful
music every Sunday from Leo. Let each of us
use our special talents to continue in this new
journey as we spread our love of Christ to our
friends, neighbors, and others. Happy New
Year to all!
Norma Booth

We hope that all are well this fine
holiday season in Las Vegas. Much thanks to
everyone that did such a nice job of decorating
the church during our Hanging of the Greens
event.
Congratulations to Norma as Layperson
of the Year! We greatly appreciate all of her
hard work and chair of Ministry and Mission
and in other roles.
Finally, a Happy New Year to everyone! Come join us as we
anticipate as fine a year in 2019 as we have had in 2018. See you there!

A prayer for new beginnings
In his book Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth (Fortress Press), Walter
Brueggemann writes in an Epiphany poem:
... this is a time to be born.
So we turn to you, God of our life
God of all our years,
God of our beginning....
We dare pray that you will do for us
and among us and through us
what is needful for our newness.
Give us the power to be receptive,
to take the newness you give ....
There is a time to be born, and it is now.
We sense the pangs and groans of your newness.
Come here now in the name of Jesus. Amen.
How fitting that the Epiphany season and the new year coincide!
Epiphany reveals a new King, the beginning of his ministry, his new
disciples, his first healings, his “new teaching — with authority” (Mark
1:27). We, too, experience newness, now and year-round. But
newness can be tough. So we trust that God, who “[makes] all things
new” while banishing “mourning and crying and pain” (Revelation
21:4-5), walks with us in this new year — and always.

Enter in
Tired of making small talk at church about the weather or sports?
Then follow Edward Welch’s advice to “enter in” to the lives of your
fellow worshipers.
A churchgoer once asked Welch, author of Caring for One
Another (Crossway), two simple yet profound questions: “What was
the best thing about your week, and what was the worst thing about
your week?” About a month later, when some issues were weighing
heavily on Welch’s heart, he wondered who’d be willing to pray for
him. Immediately, the person who’d asked him those two questions
came to mind.
When worshipers are willing to enjoy one another’s blessings and be
burdened by one another’s difficulties, Welch says, the body of Christ
gets built up.

Lessons in wise faith	
  
“The Magi teach us true faith,” said Martin Luther. Given the obstacles
they encountered, we would understand if they had given up
altogether!
First, the travelers were “off the mark,” coming to Jerusalem to seek a
newborn king in a “royal palace.” Then, directed to Bethlehem, the
wise men found a sight “so utterly out of keeping with a king” — a poor
young woman and child, in a “poor hut” — that one might expect them
to head straight home. “But,” declares Luther, “with a great, strong
and full faith they ... follow the word of the prophet and the witness of
the star in all purity of heart,” bowing to worship and honor the
Savior.
—Based on Luther’s sermon for the Festival of the Epiphany
(1522), Luther’s Works

We are all truly blessed. The members and community of FCC have
taken huge steps this past year. Some how with the help of God,
FCC was able to find a new home that was not just available in our
price range, it also was very workable in size. Our entire community
stepped forward to embrace the challenge of remodeling it into a new
and beautiful sanctuary. More than a couple of years have passed
since our prayers asking for an opportunity to move, regroup, and
dedicate ourselves to a new direction. As members of Trustees we
certainly hoped we would receive help when the time comes, but
never could one really expect the support of the church as a whole to
the degree it turned out to be. We all should be proud of our efforts.
In looking forward we know we have the luxury of having a budget
that will allow us to see financial security as we redefine our local
ministry. For the first time in more years that I can count, we have a
home that is maintainable, functional, and beautiful. All that we have
accomplished still and always will leave us short in ministerial calling
for we have chosen to follow the word of God. That alone will always
guide us in moving forward. The participation of our members has
made being a Trustee so much easier and enjoyable. The direction of
the church can be determined and guided by our spiritual faith. We all
are looking forward to accepting our new challenges in the
forthcoming year. Thank you for believing and working with all of us
on Trustees in our efforts to maintain and improve our community.
Co-chair Trustee Chrisy Orozco

Special Dates
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

New Year’s Day, January 1, 2019
Pinochle Game Night, January 4, 2019 at 6pm
Epiphany, January 6, 2019
Communion & Congregators, January 6, 2019
Baptism of the Lord, January 13, 2019
Leadership Sunday, January 13, 2019
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 21, 2019
Annual Meeting, January 27, 2019

! Announcements !
Join us for an evening of cards and fun! Pinochle will be on
January 4th that 6:00pm.

Come be social at our weekly Thursday morning breakfast! Starts
at 9am, venues change each week, so just ask where we will be.
January 3rd

Arizona Charlie’s East (Buffet)

January 10th

Bonanza Lounge

January 17th

Denny’s (Maryland Pkwy - Across from
Sunrise Hospital)

January 24th

Boulder Station (Buffet)

January 31st

To be decided

	
  

Descending Dove
A dove is a prominent symbol of the Holy Spirit. When the dove is
shown flying downward, it reminds us of Jesus’ baptism, when, the
gospel writers tell us, the Spirit descended on him in the form of a
dove. Doves also symbolize baptism in general, because many
Christian denominations teach that the Holy Spirit and its gifts are
bestowed at baptism. Sometimes a dove is depicted with a three-ray
nimbus around its head, indicating that it is a member of the
Trinity. Doves are also commonly used as a sign of peace.
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