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A mosaic consists of thousands of little stones. Some are blue, some
are green, some are yellow, and some are gold. When we bring our
faces close to the mosaic, we can admire the beauty of each stone.
But as we step back from it, we can see that all these little stones
reveal to us a beautiful picture, telling a story none of these stones can
tell by it.
That is what our life in [the church] is about. Each of us is like a little
stone, but together we reveal the face of God to the world. Nobody
can say: “I make God visible.” But others who see us together can
say: “They make God visible.” [Christian] community is where humility
and glory touch.
—Henri J.M. Nouwen

Happy	
  2019!	
  	
  We	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  an	
  
outstanding	
  new	
  year	
  of	
  forging	
  ahead	
  toward	
  
new	
  goals	
  and	
  aspirations.	
  	
  Spring	
  will	
  soon	
  be	
  
upon	
  us,	
  and	
  we	
  anticipate	
  the	
  increased	
  slate	
  of	
  
outdoor	
  activities	
  and	
  events	
  in	
  our	
  own	
  
backyard.	
  	
  The	
  picnics,	
  yard	
  sales,	
  barbeques	
  
and	
  other	
  occasions	
  should	
  provide	
  fun	
  and	
  
festivity	
  for	
  all.	
  
	
  
Welcome	
  to	
  our	
  new	
  members	
  on	
  our	
  fresh	
  and	
  refocused	
  Boards	
  
this	
  year.	
  	
  Surely,	
  this	
  will	
  aid	
  us	
  as	
  we	
  move	
  forward	
  on	
  future	
  projects.	
  
	
  
We	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  invite	
  our	
  neighbors	
  in	
  this	
  great	
  community	
  of	
  Las	
  
Vegas	
  to	
  come	
  and	
  join	
  us	
  as	
  we	
  embrace	
  this	
  New	
  Year!	
  
	
  	
  
James Norman, Moderator

Our board has been looking forward to Lent and Easter-already! We are
planning for Easter morning pancake breakfast on Sun., April 21 at
8:30 - before our service. We also will have palm leaves for Palm
Sunday. We continue to work on Communion and trying to
accommodate everyone's needs for a meaningful experience between
you and God. Suggestions are always welcome.
Norma Booth

Neighborly Love
As an ordained minister, Fred Rogers harnessed the power of
television to tell children they were loved — and to show them how to
love others. In You Are Special, he writes, “When we love a person,
we accept him or her exactly as is: the lovely with the unlovely, the
strong along with the fearful, the true mixed in with the façade, and
of course, the only way we can do it is by accepting ourselves that
way.”
In a review of the touching documentary Won’t You Be My
Neighbor? a writer for Variety notes: “Rogers’ real secret was … that
the call to love your neighbor as yourself isn’t a slogan to hang in
your kitchen with flowers around it — it’s a decision you make at
every moment, to view every man, woman and child on earth as your
neighbor. If you don’t see and feel that, and act on it, then you’re
just another narcissist with a kitchen slogan.”
Last October, when a synagogue shooting shattered the peace of
Rogers’ real-life former neighborhood, residents of all religions
embraced one another as neighbors. Afterward, the Fred Rogers
Center stated, “We long for a day when there is no more tragedy born
from hatred.”

TRUSTEES
It's a new year and new work will soon start. Trustees have had an easy
last couple of months. First Congregational Church has no debt and we
can afford our monthly bills. There might not be much left over at the end
of the month, but we have seen a lot worse. Now that FCC is out of the
holidays we can now direct our efforts towards finishing our parking lot
improvements. Trustees would like our members to feel free to suggest or
ask any questions that are on your mind. We are a partnership and all
people are welcome and encouraged to participate in FCC's future. We
have discussed some suggestions like additional lighting in the front of the
church. We also anticipate a new electric lighted sign on the corner.
Trustees would like welcome Al Horkay on the board. Al has served the
church in more ways than I could really express. Trustees thank all our
people for the help they have given over the past year. We have more
work to be done and we are confident that we will all step up to meet our
additional goals this year.
Chris Orozco and Don Grandjean Co-chairs Trustees

Affectionately Yours
St. Valentine, a Roman priest, was martyred in
270 A.D. for loving Jesus. Some sources say he
performed weddings after the emperor banned
them; others say he rescued Christians from
Roman prisons. Two centuries later, the pope
declared February 14 St. Valentine’s Day.
According to legend, the priest signed his
letters “Your Valentine.” Later, Christians
followed suit to honor him. By the mid-1700s,
friends and sweethearts exchanged heartshaped trinkets or sent handwritten notes of
affection on February 14.

We are looking forward to our new
committee name (Outreach and education).
Our board is now consisting of Caitlin O.
(chair), Carla O. (secretary), Don S., Betty F,
and Suzanne R. We are looking forward to
planning upcoming church events such as
picnics, attic sales, and church breakfast to
help us reach out to our members and
community. We will need volunteers to help
promote and to help run events. If you have
any interests in heading up an event, please
feel free to contact me. I’m looking forward
to this new year of new possibilities and
growth.
Peace and love,
Caitlin Orozco Chair of Outreach Education

Stuck on repeat?
In Groundhog Day, Bill Murray is doomed to repeat the same day over
and over. For Christians, the “sin cycle” is similar: mess up, repent,
resolve to do better — and fail yet again, often in the exact same ways.
That movie is really about grace, contends Mark Lockard. “We fail in
small ways … and in tragic ways,” he writes on MinistryMatters.com.
“Sometimes I think it would be nice to be able to hit repeat and try
again the next day, to aim for perfection, to be the saintly Phil Connors
we see at movie’s end. But that takes away the spontaneity of the new
day, the challenge of being more Christ-like despite a brand new set of
circumstances.”
On earth, the “chill” of sin keeps biting, but we can “face the stark
winter day wrapped warmly in the knowing that it’s okay to get it
wrong,” Lockard writes. “That’s part of figuring out who we are as a
beloved child of God. That’s what grace is all about.”

• Pinochle Game Night,
February 1, 2019 at 6pm
• Congregators, February 3, 2019
• Leadership Sunday, February 10, 2019
• Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2019
• Presidents Day, February 18, 2019
• African-American History Month 	
  

! Announcements !
Join us for an evening of cards and fun! Pinochle will be on
February 1st at 6:00pm.

Come be social at our weekly Thursday morning breakfast! Starts
at 9am, venues change each week, so just ask where we will be.
February 7th

Arizona Charlie’s East (Buffet)

February 14th

Bonanza Lounge

February 21st

Denny’s (Maryland Pkwy - Across from
Sunrise Hospital)

February 28th

Boulder Station (Buffet)

	
  

Love and laughter go hand in hand!
Share these jokes with your beloved on February 14 — or
whenever some humor can brighten a day!
Q: What valentine did the French chef give his wife?
A: A hug and a quiche
Q: What did the paper clip say to the magnet?
A: “I find you very attractive.”
Q: What did the pencil say to the paper?
A: “I dot my i’s on you!”
Q: How did the phone propose to
his girlfriend?
A: He gave her a ring.
Q: What do you call a very small
valentine?
A: A valentiny
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