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THE CLARION
There is a fine line between remembering the past and living in the past. I’ve
always appreciated all the different people who have ever attended FCC. People
in the church do jobs within the church like people in our community. Not every
person can be a policeman, a fireperson, a judge, or a minister. I would cringe if I
had to ever be a choir director, but grateful for those who did that job for years. In
our new location we are looking to reshape how we perform our skills through the
eyes of God, for God’s children. I, myself, heard voices within the church over
the years (my voice too), that’s not how we do it. Today those voices are right.
Today we are looking to do it differently, in fact, after Thanksgiving Sunday, I say
we are not looking to do it alone. First Congregational Church has been blessed
with a new partner. Vision of Grace Church members have been sent by God to
become a partner with FCC in shaping a new Spiritual community that works
together. We have asked for a new chance in recreating FCC when we sold the
big building on Eastern. Several years later we have moved forward. Our
prayers ask God to give us our daily bread and some people will wait for God to
answer. FCC needs to learn from others within our denomination who have
ventured out to seize control of their own future. Sometimes we need to
recognize that God has provided us with all the ingredients needed for the daily
bread, but we often fail to realize we need to be the bakers of our own bread.
God will help those who help themselves. Our church community needs to be a
partner not a dependent in the spiritual lifting of our sisters and brothers. One
person can do a days labor and feel content, but all of us together can move the
mountain and rejoice in the power of God and his children. We have been
blessed. We will increase our ability, stability, and responsibility when we
increase our sense of accountability to God.
Praise and prayers to all of you as we celebrate the birth of our Savior.
Pastor Chrisy Orozco

Ministry and Fellowship
The season has begun!!!! What a wonderful service and celebration we
experienced on Sunday, Nov. 17th! It was filled with blessings, love, and
great food! Now we continue the season with Hanging of the Greens on
Sat., Nov. 30th at 10:00. We will be decorating for the Advent season-so come and have fun with us! Advent begins on Dec. 1st and continues
each Sunday until Christmas Eve when we celebrate Jesus' birth. We
have 4 families lighting candles for hope,peace,joy,and love. On
Christmas Eve, we will celebrate with Vision of Grace at a 7:00 evening
service where we light the Christ candle. Please plan to join us as VOG
has a children's program to celebrate Jesus birth. If you need a ride,
give us a call or catch us at church so we can assist you. Other things to
look forward to are meeting and sharing in the joy of VOG's new minister
on Sat., Jan. 4, 2020. Let's support this new beginning for their
congregation and attend this special event! Finally--just a reminder to
sign up for the coming year for Communion (supplies will be ready),
Coffee hour, and Scripture readers. These jobs are small, BUT
important to our weekly worship. Sign up sheets are posted on wall in
the kitchen area. Have a blessed and joyful holiday season as you
remember that UR in the center of this church!
Norma Booth

Christian Outlook and Education
Due to a lack of Sunday School participants, Outreach and Education is
doing more Outreach!
The Attic Sale was a great success! Many thanks to all who helped,
contributed, sorted, fixed, lifted, baked, and cleaned! $2000.00 will be going
towards our new electric sign!
The Thanksgiving Celebration, joint service was enjoyed by all! A great
message, beautiful music, food and fellowship kicked off our holiday season!
Thanks to all who provided us with the abundance of decorations, food,
desserts and drinks!
Another Movie Night!! Meet Me in St. Louis December 8 at 4:00 at the
Orleans 18-(4500 W. Tropicana). We will meet by the ticket counter. All are
welcome to come watch this classic! If you need transportation, please
contact Carla.
December 14 is Family Night! Sponsored by VOG, everyone is invited to this
joint social event!
Happy Holidays! We hope that all have been
enjoying a pleasant Fall this year.
Our attic and bake sale in October was a
smashing success! Thanks to everyone who
donated items as well as those who organized
and manned the sale.
Thanksgiving and our Hanging of the
Greens went well, with Advent beginning shortly after. Remember, we
are planning some joint service activities with Visions of Grace for the
Advent Season.
As we begin our holiday season, we wish everyone a happy and
festive time whether you are traveling, receiving visitors, or just enjoying
the occasion at home. Additionally, we would love to have you come
visit us! Hope to see you there!
James Norman, Moderator

Coming attraction
Advent, which marks the beginning of the church
year, is “the first gleam of Christmas,” writes
W.E. Sangster. “It heralds the entrance of the
Divine into human history; it is heaven
descending to earth; it is a great event casting
its brilliance before it.” Sangster adds: “It is as
though a trumpeter had taken his stand upon the
turrets of time and announced the coming of the
King. ‘Get ready,’ he seems to say. ‘Get ready.
He is coming!’”

The Promise of the Future
A nursing home resident who longed for fresh Georgia peaches
discovered a pit overlooked in his serving of canned fruit. In an old coffee
can, he planted the stone, which sprouted! The man gave the small tree
to friends to plant. Years later, the peaches were so abundant the
neighbors had to give some away.
Lila Docken Bauman recounts this story for the Christian Century, saying
the man who took that gamble “did not live to see [it] grow into the tree
that ultimately produced this harvest. But when he looked at that pit years
ago he saw the promise of fresh fruit. … ‘Who despises the day of small
things?’ asks the prophet Zechariah. It’s in those small things that the
promise of the future rests.”
Just so, some 2,000 years ago, in a small baby born in a tiny town — both
seemingly inconsequential — rested “the promise of the future” — the
salvation of the whole world.

Lullaby for the Christ-child
First published in 1539 in Germany, the Christmas hymn “From Heaven Above” recounts the
angels’ message to the shepherds and then the spiritual journey of the baptized Christian to
Jesus’ manger-bed.
Try singing verses 8, 9 and 13 (translated by Catherine Winkworth) as a tender lullaby of praise,
a song of love and a prayer to the newborn Savior. If the original tune is unfamiliar, use “Praise
God from Whom All Blessings Flow” or “Just As I Am.”
Welcome to earth, thou noble Guest,
Through whom the sinful world is blest!
Thou com’st to share my misery;
What thanks shall I return to thee?
Ah, Lord, who hast created all,
How weak art thou, how poor and small,
That thou dost choose thine infant bed
Where humble cattle lately fed!
Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Make thee a bed, soft, undefiled,
Within my heart, that it may be
A quiet chamber kept for thee.

Reflecting on the words of the apostle, "IN EVERYTHING GIVE
THANKS..." I'm only reminded of how wonderful it has been to journey
together with our FCC-UCC church family over these past seven months,
especially when collaboration is seen at its best with our two
congregations holding joint worship or partnering activities.
We as the VISION OF GRACE CHURCH (FAAALIGA O LE ALOFA)
congregation cannot express enough, but without question is surely
appreciative of how our FCC-UCC family has blessed us so much, and
particularly how you continue to welcome us with open arms as partners in
God's ministry and wider mission at our Horseshoe property and abroad.
In a few weeks time, we anticipate a great time of worship as we celebrate
Christmas together as a communion of faith, in our planned joint worship
on Christmas Eve, highlighting the theme of CHRISTMAS AROUND THE
WORLD, an evening of fun and fellowship, festively commemorating the
Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ ages ago.
It is our prayer that God will avail us all that blessed evening to gather
together and worship and uplift His Most Wonderful Name.
We would like to wish each one a very Merry Christmas and certainly a
prosperous New Year's. God
bless us all.
by Samuel T. Tialavea Sr.
VOG/FOLA Moderator

• First Sunday of Advent, December 1, 2019
• Pinochle, November 1, 2019
•
• Second Sunday of Advent, December 8, 2019
• Third Sunday of Advent, December 15, 2019
• First day of winter, December 21, 2019
• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 22, 2019
• Christmas Eve Service, December 24, 2019 at 7pm
• Christmas Day, December 25, 2019
• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 2019

! Announcements !
Christmas Eve Services will be celebrated jointly with FCC and VOG at
December 24th at 7:00pm.

Join us for an evening of cards and fun! Pinochle will be on
December 6th at 6:00pm.

Come be social at our weekly Thursday morning breakfast! Starts
At 9am, venues change each week, so just ask where we will be.
December 5

Arizona Charlie’s East (Buffet)

December 12

Bonanza Lounge

December 19

Denny’s (Maryland Pkwy - Across from
Sunrise Hospital)

December 26

Boulder Station (Buffet)

	
  

Light Shines in the Darkness
In Nepal, where blindness is prevalent due to underfunded medical care and a lack of eye doctors,
ophthalmologist Sanduk Ruit has made it his
mission to treat poor people. He’s performed more
than 130,000 cataract surgeries to restore sight,
sometimes walking for a week with surgical
equipment in tow to reach patients. Dr. Ruit also
found a way for replacement lenses to be made
locally for less than $3 each, rather than buying
them internationally for 100 times as much. The
physician brings healing to remote villages and
celebrates “big eye-opening festivals” with people
who “were blind yesterday, and … are seeing
today.”
At Christmas we celebrate the Word of God who
came to live among us as Jesus, the light of the
world. In countless ways since, God has brought
light to those living in literal or figurative darkness.
We celebrate people, such as Dr. Ruit and the 650
doctors he has trained, whom God uses to cause
“light [to shine] in the darkness” (John 1:5).
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Every Sunday:
Worship Service 10:00am
Sunday School offered during worship

