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PRESENT TENSE
After “turkey day” came and went last year, a pastor
challenged church members to ask one another not
“How was your Thanksgiving?” but “How is your
Thanksgiving?” After all, giving thanks should be an ongoing
act.
That doesn’t always need to be profoundly deep, either. A.J.
Jacobs, author of Thanks a Thousand, once asked a
philosophy-professor friend what he was grateful for. The
shockingly simple reply? “Sometimes I’m just grateful I have
arms.” That odd but spot-on answer shows the importance,
Jacobs says, of being “thankful for things so omnipresent
that they can escape our notice.”
So … how is your Thanksgiving?

Ministry and Fellowship
Our board has finalized some upcoming holiday dates for everyone to
post on their calendars! First, please plan to attend our joint
Thanksgiving Celebration on Sunday, November 17th. Service will be
at 10:00 with a lunch to follow. Turkey and ham are provided so all
you need to bring is something to compliment it - or your favorite
holiday dish!
Next, Hanging of the Greens is on Saturday, November 30th at 10:00.
Join us as we decorate and transform our church for the Advent
season.
Our Advent wreath lighting dates have been graciously filled with the
following families: Dec.1st-The Booths; Dec. 8th-The Pattersons;
Dec. 15th-The Orozcos; and Dec. 22-The Loves.
Thank-you in advance for helping us.
Finally, we are invited to join with Vision of God in their Christmas
Eve service on Tuesday, Dec. 24th at 7:00PM. They have a special
program which all will enjoy! If anyone wants to think ahead for New
Year's Eve--Vision of God has a special evening service near to
midnight. More details will follow in the next Clarion. Mark those
calendars and let's prepare ourselves the birth of our Savior!

Norma Booth

The Generosity Cycle
God makes us rich in every way so we can
be generous on every occasion, which will
result in thanksgiving to God. ... God
doesn't bless us to provide for our own
needs; he blesses us so we can be generous.
—Rick Warren (based on 2 Corinthians

Christian Outlook and Education
Attic/Bake sale was a success! We appreciated all the help and all
the donations everyone provided. Thanks for everyone’s support!
It is all about the people that participate! We hope to hold the Attic
Sale annually, if not semiannually. Our proceeds are going towards
a new electric sign for First Congregational Church!
Our Thanksgiving service on 11/17/2019 will be a joint service
with VOG. We will be “feasting” together after the service, which
will begin at 11:00.
Our Christmas program will also be a joint service with VOG, who
will be providing us with a Christmas story program.

Caitlin Orozco Outreach and Education Chair
Greetings! We hope that all are well as
we enjoy Autumn here in Las Vegas. It is
certainly nice to enjoy some cooler
weather.
We had the attic and bake sale on
October 25th and 26th. There was quite
an array of items collected and sorted for
the occasion. Thanks to everyone who spent considerable time
and effort in preparation for this event.
The Hanging of the Greens will happen at the end of
November. Also, we are planning some joint service activities
with Visions of Grace for the Advent Season.
As we come into the close of the year, we wish everyone a
warm and festive holiday season. In addition, we hope that you
might come and visit! See you there!
James Norman, Moderator

The Church attic sale finished as well as anyone could hope. FCC now
has just over 5k in our outside improvement fund. It seems like just
last week we were waiting for cooler weather and just in a blink of an
eye its now freezing at night. Trustees are now pricing a new electric
sign.
In church we have been talking about being grateful and today we
need to accept and embrace our good fortune. Its amazing over
decades we have come together when needed to weather our
challenges. Renovation is a challenge and yet we have hope and
optimism. It’s our belief that in the next coming moths our front
landscaping will soon come to an end. John and Carmmie Love have
returned from New York and they seem to motivate Trustees to make
progress. It’s the people in our church community that bring us all
together. We are blessed to have all of you as inspiration.
As a Church we are doing well in our financial health, all bills are paid
and we remain debt free. We laugh that we are not as young as we
used to be, but that has its benefits. We would like to believe that with
age comes wisdom. Many people in our community wear many hats at
the same time. It can only be through the blessings from God that we
reach our goals while sharing the light to those who are in need. At the
attic sale I had an opportunity to
share with some people who we are
and what kind of community we have
here at FCC. No one person has more
value that the next and we accept
that we work as one. I work for God
and all of you. Rejoice in our
opportunities and the Grace that
comes from within. Be proud we have
a call to serve.
Don Grandjean and Chris Orozco,
Trustees

Reflections on gratitude
• God is in control, and therefore in everything I can give
thanks — not because of the situation but because of the One who
directs and rules over it.
—Kay Arthur
• It is not happiness that makes us grateful. It’s gratefulness
that makes us happy.
—David Steindl-Rast
• Gratitude is the least of the virtues, but ingratitude is the
worst of vices.
—Thomas Fuller
• A proud man is seldom a grateful man, for he never thinks he
gets as much as he deserves.
—Henry Ward Beecher

Alpha & Omega
Alpha and omega are the first and last
letters of the Greek alphabet. As John of
Patmos greets the seven churches in Asia,
he writes: “‘I am the Alpha and the
Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is, and
who was, and who is to come, the
Almighty’” (Revelation 1:8, NIV). “The
Alpha and the Omega” is a metaphor that
points to God’s eternal nature.

A NEW VISION …

by Samuel Tialavea Sr., VOG Moderator
Since Easter Sunday, 2019, our VISION OF GRACE CHURCH, an
indigenous and Samoan-speaking congregation, has been privileged
to be accommodated at the First Congregational Christian UCC
premises here in Las Vegas. Over these past few months, the two
congregations have been able to hold joint services, and of course
share in fellowship meals and other organized activities. When we
speak of Christian “koinonia,” the working (or more networking)
relationship between these ecclesial entities has simply
demonstrated first-hand the essence of genuine fellowship; of course,
the strengthening partnership amongst the two congregations has
been, without doubt, quite remarkable.
From its inception, the Samoan worship communion has been led in
all facets of its ministry by the lay leadership along with the
church’s executive officers. It is, however, of breaking news, that at
VOG’s regular monthly business meeting held on Sunday, October
20, 2019, the congregation had voted for and on a new minister,
particularly a graduate of Kanana Fou Theological Seminary, Mr.
Mikaele Kelemete and Mrs. Bernice Niuatoa Kelemete, currently
residing on Oahu island, and attending the Malamalama o le Alofa
Tunoa (Light of Grace) CCCAS-UCC church in Hawaii.
VOG prayerfully plans to have its new
pastor arrive in town by the beginning
of the new year, and they anticipate
greater excitement in new dimensions
for the church going into the future.
More details to be shared in weeks to
come. Other church news including
preparations for the holiday season
soon approaching will come your way
through Clarion!
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All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2019
Pinochle, November 1, 2019
Daylight-Saving Time ends, November 3, 2019
Leadership Sunday, November 10, 2019
Veterans Day, November 11, 2019
Joint Service w/VOG, November 17, 2019@11am
Christ the King Sunday, November 24, 2019
Thanksgiving Day, November 28, 2019

! Announcements !
Join us for an evening of cards and fun! Pinochle will be on
November 1st at 6:00pm.

Come be social at our weekly Thursday morning breakfast! Starts
At 9am, venues change each week, so just ask where we will be.
November 7

Arizona Charlie’s East (Buffet)

November 14

Bonanza Lounge

November 21

Denny’s (Maryland Pkwy - Across from
Sunrise Hospital)

November 28

Boulder Station (Buffet)

	
  

“Thanks to God”
Thanks for prayers that thou hast answered,
Thanks for what thou dost deny.
Thanks for storms that I have weathered,
Thanks for all thou dost supply.
Thanks for pain, and thanks for pleasure.
Thanks for comfort in despair.
Thanks for grace that none can measure,
Thanks for love beyond compare.
Thanks for roses by the wayside,
Thanks for thorns their stems contain.
Thanks for home and thanks for fireside,
Thanks for hope, that sweet refrain.
Thanks for joy and thanks for sorrow,
Thanks for heav’nly peace with thee.
Thanks for hope in the tomorrow,
Thanks through all eternity!
—August Storm, 1891
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