	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

First Congregational Church, UCC

THE CLARION
March 2019

Nearly 30 years ago I remember working as a carpenter and feeling as if life could
not be better, for I am truly blessed. This is at the height of the building boom here
in Las Vegas. I had finished one of many 14-hour workdays that I chose to work sun
up, to past sundown. It was voluntary and I was fortunate to be able to earn added
income. Temperatures were above 100 degrees and by the end I was dirty and
beaten, but I remember walking out to my truck wearing my carpenters belt loaded
down with 25 plus pounds of nails and hand tools I wore every day. As I walked my
bags would jingle and clang. It was a reminder that I worked hard. I was blessed to
be able to work in a job I loved. I was blessed to feel the overwhelming thoughts
that I performed an honest days work for the right reasons. When I retired from work
I thought those days of feeling fulfilled just might be over, boy was I wrong. Don and
Nelson Grandjean, and I have been preparing for our next step in church
improvements. Many hours of discussion and research have been daunting to say
the least. Within the last week we traveled over 1200 miles to acquire a tool needed
to lower our cost and increase our ability to be successful in the next part of FCC
remodel of our new home. Driving 540 miles round trip in one day and walking in the
door to our homes was tiring to be sure, but that joy and satisfaction we felt was
overwhelming. God had pointed us in a direction to help more than we could have
anticipated. That euphoric feeling came back, it was challenging and difficult
navigating to the end point of acquisition of the tractor, but it was well worth it. Few
times we have the opportunity to follow God’s will gleefully. It was needed and God
called us to act. This is the start and all the while we knew our community would be
there with their emotional support and physical hard work to come. Christianity does
not end, it is a life’s journey and we have been called to see it through. We at FCC
will not give up. To be given to chance to work for God and to listen to where we
need to go should not be taken lightly, for we all have been blessed. This week all of
our community drove all those miles with us and in the end God smiled.
Thank you, Pastor Chris

Our new year is well in progress. We
look forward to spring to arrive and anticipate
fun new activities and events in our backyard.
The Trustees have begun with the needed
arrangements to facilitate the use of this space.
Our Boards are already hard at work
with plans and preparations for this year. Soon,
we will have more concrete dates for these
occasions, plus Easter is right around the corner.
We welcome our neighbors in this great community of Las Vegas
to come and join us as we prepare for spring!
James Norman, Moderator

Faith journey

A family was heading on vacation: two little ones
were nestled in car seats; the van was packed. As
Dad locked the house and Mom secured the garage,
an adult neighbor the kids knew walked up and
spoke through an open window. “Where are you
going?” The kids shrugged. “Well, what road are
you taking?” the friend asked with a knowing smile.
Of course, they had no idea. “Do you know where
you’ll eat today, or where you’ll spend the night?”
Blank stares. Then the friend asked, “Who are you
traveling with?” The children broke into grins and
shouted, “Mommy and Daddy!”
On the journey of faith, we don’t know precisely
where we’re headed or how all our needs will be
met. But we know who we’re traveling with: our
loving God who is fully aware of the twists and
turns ahead; the loving Parent who promises to
care for us wherever we go.

To God you shall return
The traditional Ash Wednesday words “Remember that you are dust
and to dust you shall return” might seem depressing. But in our often
death-denying culture, some might find it refreshing to hear the frank
statement that we can do nothing to save ourselves, physically or
spiritually — that, no matter how we try to avoid sin, we can’t
untangle ourselves from self-interest. How liberating, then, to know
we don’t have to! God loves us as we are and sent Jesus to break sin’s
power over us.
A pastor described Ash Wednesday as the point you can pinch in the
middle of a long piece of ribbon, such that when you lift it high, the
two ends — one symbolizing our baptism and the other, our funeral —
meet and touch. We come from dust and will return to dust, but we
also come from God and will return to God. Ash Wednesday reminds us
that we’re always safe in God’s love.

We are now approaching our Lent season with Ash Wednesday on
March 6. We are planning to have palms - ordered, delivered, and
ready! - for Palm Sunday as well as a pancake breakfast for Easter
Sunday before our church service. Please plan to attend and bring
family and friends! Our board welcomes any suggestions for
worship. We wish to also THANK Chris for his wonderful messages
each week. Thanks to Jamie Lee Sprague-Balou for her messages
when Chris has been out of town.
Norma Booth

TRUSTEES
FCC this week is starting the outside landscape project. This start
encompasses several endeavors. Funding is always a factor, so a new
designated fund has been approved. Although the name has yet to be
decided we know it will be used for landscape improvements. Already
funds have been contributed and we are optimistic the account will grow
very successfully. Nelson Grandjean started the fund out by contributing
half of his monthly salary towards the fund. Casey Orozco has also
diverted one quarter of her monthly salary to the fund. Several meetings
have had productive discussions regarding the need for our community
to have an active purpose. To help out our financial goals, Trustees has
approved the restart of the annual “Attic Sale”. We will need all hands
available in the spring when we have the sale. Members are being
encouraged to donate items for the sale. FCC can store items for the
sale if needed. Proceeds from the sale will fully be allocated to the
Landscape fund. Trustees this week has negotiated the purchase of a
small tractor/ backhoe needed for the landscape project. Trustees will
again perform as much of the labor as possible in order to hold down the
cost of the project. Members who would like to volunteer are always
welcomed and needed. For most of us on trustees this is a first, and we
are asking for prayers and suggestions from all of our people who have
interest. FCC will be contracting a Mason to lay approximately 80 feet of
block wall fence on the south end of the property. It is always exciting
starting a new project and it is also always an honor to serve all of you.
Don Grand jean and Chrisy Orozco Co-Chair Trustees

Board of Outreach and Education
Our new board is up and running! We have slated a few things to put on
your calendars! Save the dates!
March 17 -Sunday– Picture day!
Pictorial directory pictures being taken before and after services. We are
working together with Mission and Fellowship to develop a pictorial
directory for our church members. Please get your household members
together for this photo opportunity.
April 9-Tuesday- Movie Night! 6:30pm Sam’s Town
“Noah” Sight and Sound Theater Company take classic Biblical stories
and characters and produces epic musicals. Fathom events make this
stage to screen event happen. It is family friendly! Come join us for this
fabulous show!
April 21-Sunday- Easter Breakfast
Breakfast before service will be served!
May 3-Friday-Attic Sale set-up
Please come help to sort and set up for the return of our Attic Sale!
Bring your unwanted items for us to sell!
May 4-Saturday-ATTIC SALE!! It’s Back!
All hands on board! Please mark your calendars for this epic event!
There is a need for all kinds of help! We need helping hands to pull
things out and put things back, set up and take down tables, cashiers,
loss prevention, bake saler’s, fixers, up cyclers, advertisers and more.
All proceeds will be going towards our landscaping endeavors.
If you have any questions
contact Caitlin for further
information!
Caitlin Orozco -Chair
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Pinochle Game Night, March 1, 2019 at 6pm
World Day of Prayer, March 1, 2019
Transfiguration of Our Lord, March 3, 2019
Ash Wednesday, March 6, 2019
First Sunday in Lent, March 10, 2019
Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 10, 2019
Second Sunday in Lent, March 17, 2019
First day of spring, March 20, 2019
Third Sunday in Lent, March 24, 2019
Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 31, 2019

! Announcements !
•

Join us for an evening of cards and fun! Pinochle will be on
March 1st at 6:00pm.

•

Come be social at our weekly Thursday morning breakfast! Starts
at 9am, venues change each week, so just ask where we will be.
March 7th

Arizona Charlie’s East (Buffet)

March 14th

Bonanza Lounge

March 21st

Denny’s (Maryland Pkwy - Across from
Sunrise Hospital)

March 28th

Boulder Station (Buffet)
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Every Sunday:
Worship Service 10:00am
Sunday School offered during worship

