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First Congregational Church, UCC 

I have several Hats to wear. First I am a member of FCC, second I have the 
responsibility to be an entrusted member of Trustees, and perhaps the biggest honor 
is to be serving as guest Pastor. It may seem to many that working and running a 
small church should be easy. It sure is easy to be one of you, but as the Pastor I feel 
the added pressure not to disappoint all of you. Small churches have different 
challenges. Over the last several years we prayed for the opportunity to improve who 
we are. Our plans in the last year have gone well, but what about our size? Small 
churches are important, but of course we have a challenge to increase our 
attendance to secure viability for the years to come. In the recent months we have 
seen a sprinkle of new faces that may not seem like much to a church that is 250 
members a week, but to increase 5 people in a Sunday attendance that often 
numbers 25 is a 20% increase. I’m not celebrating just yet, instead I find my prayers 
to be more often about keeping the momentum going. We all have a part or position 
to play. FCC needs to keep working on outreaching to those who don’t know we 
exist. Our members are great people who have full and interesting lives to share with 
all people who come thru God’s doors. We have the moment of time to improve our 
situation and we have begun just that. Recently we have seen renewed interest from 
members who have left for many different reasons. We are no longer stagnant in our 
ministries. We need to reach out not only to new people we need to recommit 
ourselves to other UCC churches in ministries we can share. There is a thought that 
we need to act in urgency, because we have ground to make up. God gives his 
children second chances. This is what we have asked for and I believe in all of you 
that we will see growth in both our faith and attendance. They say be careful for what 
you wish for in life, but I am more concerned about what we have prayed for in God’s 
time. Please keep our hopes and work alive for we have asked for this from the one 
who has given us everything. It is time for us to rely on the Holy Spirit. Praise be to 
Christ and his Father, amen.  

Pastor Chris Orozco  



Ministry and Fellowship 
 
Just a reminder to mark your Sunday 
calendars for Palm Sunday on April 
14th. We will have palms to carry in as 
Jesus' followers did. Also, bring your 
appetite for our Easter Sunday 
breakfast on April 21st. It starts at 8:30 
before our church service. We hope to 
see all of you!  

 
Norma Booth 

 

 
 

What Easter Does 
 
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is life-changing 
and life-giving for his followers. But, as Henry Knox 
Sherrill notes, Easter’s “joyful news … does not 
change the contemporary world.” On earth, we 
still must deal with sin, pain, death and 
brokenness. And “still before us lie work, 
discipline, sacrifice,” Sherrill adds. What Easter 
does, though, is provide Christians with “the 
spiritual power to do the work, accept the 
discipline and make the sacrifice.”  
 
By defeating the grave, Jesus empowers us to bear 
our worldly troubles with joy, peace and hope. His 
resurrection assures us that trials, tears and 
suffering are only temporary, while eternal victory 
and life with Jesus are permanent. 
 
 

 



Education and Outreach   

We are outreaching to our church family! Our pictorial directory is in 
the making! If you haven’t taken or submitted a picture, or need to 
update your address/phone numbers or email information, please 
contact Caitlin  

Please put the following dates on your calendars!  

April 9      Movie Night “Noah” @ Sam’s Town 6:30  

April 26    Pinochle 6:00pm-come learn how to play!   

May 3   Attic Sale Set up All available volunteers needed to help sort, 
move, fix, pick up, price and set up for the sale. Besides bringing your 
clean, unwanted items to church, save and bring in bags that we can 
use for items purchased. Any questions contact Diana or Ardell  

May 4   Attic Sale! We need everyone’s help! Cashiers, customer 
service, advertisers, customers, set up, clean up, you have a skill set 
we can use!  

Caitlin Orozco, Chair 



TRUSTEES 

Trustees may not be a fortune 500 company, but yet there are always 
things to do. People are not always aware of the detailed workings that 
go on in each committee. I for one realize there are more details involved 
with coordinating the attic sale that takes place in May. Considering we 
are in the middle of our outside grounds renovation, some of us have a 
full plate, yet at the same time we have another group of people just as 
busy. As we get closer to May I’m sure we will all be working on several 
projects at the same time.  

The business end of Trustees seems to be under control. All the church 
bills are being paid on time. Currently our income meets the needs we 
have today, but we do have to look towards the future. One day we will 
have to have a Pastoral search for the long-term health of our 
community. We understand all of us have to look forward in time for 
changes that will come one day. As Congregationalists we all have a 
voice that is valued and respected. Never does it seem to go exactly as 
planned and in turn we must remain flexible. We say this is our time to 
grow both in Christianity and in numerical numbers and we are open to 
hear suggestions that will help in our goals.  

The upcoming year will be a test of what we have within us as a 
community dedicated to the spreading of the light. In brief moments we 
can feel as if we have a daunting task before us, but yet it is nothing we 
have not seen before. The members of Trustees are optimistic in our 
future and believe in the people we serve. Please keep the prayers 
coming, as God will work thru us in the best interest of First 
Congregational Church.  

Thank you for your support.   

Chris and Don, 
Co-Chairs 





Vulnerable Yet Victorious 
While taking boxing lessons, Timothy Keller was warned to 
never put his hands at his side. That position leaves one’s 
face and torso exposed to the opponent.  
 
In a video on ChurchLeaders.com, the pastor and author 
notes that Jesus’ hands weren’t just out to the side on the 
cross; they were nailed there. “How much more vulnerable 
could he be?” That vulnerability, Keller says, makes Jesus’ 
death the ultimate act of friendship, which should 
encourage people who feel far from God.  
 
Defining friendship as candor and consistency, Keller notes 
that friends always let you in, never let you down and 
always have time for you. Jesus didn’t let us down on Good 
Friday — or on Easter. Although Jesus “had all of hell 
coming down on him,” Keller says, our Savior proclaimed 
to his Father, “Not my will but thine be done.”  
 

 
 

Ray Sitkiewicz (1937-2019) 
 
Kind. Gentle. Loving. Ray was a good man. A 
loyal husband who would visit his wife daily and 
take care of her every need.  A loving father who 
would help his children out any way they 
needed.  A faithful worshiper at First 
Congregational, UCC who helped whenever called 
upon for his church. An Entrepreneur, chemist 
and microbiologist, he was known to work in his 
lab, in the garage, where he invented a solution, 
that was used in Celine Dion's Vegas show to 
protect her gowns from the water. He was 
always trying to come up with new projects and 
his mind never stopped trying to learn new 
things.  He loved food from Blueberry Hill and 
his coffee with lots of sugar.  He liked watching 
British TV shows and mysteries, listening to 
classical music and solving jigsaw puzzles. He 
was loving, kind, and gentle and will live on in 
our memories and hearts. 
	  



! Announcements ! 
• Join us for an evening of cards and fun! Pinochle will be on  

April 26th at 6:00pm. 
 

• Come be social at our weekly Thursday morning breakfast! Starts       
at 9am, venues change each week, so just ask where we will be. 

 April 4th  Arizona Charlie’s East (Buffet) 

 April 11th  Bonanza Lounge 

 April 18th  Denny’s (Maryland Pkwy - Across from                
                                       Sunrise Hospital) 

 April 25th  Boulder Station (Buffet) 

• Fifth Sunday in Lent, April 7, 2019  
• Holy Week, April 14-21, 2019  
• Palm/Passion Sunday, April 14, 2019  
• Maundy Thursday, April 18, 2019  
• Good Friday, April 19, 2019  
• Easter Sunday, April 21, 2019  
• Administrative Professionals Day, April 24, 2019 



	  

	  

First Congregational Church, UCC 

2709 Horseshoe Drive, Las Vegas, NV 89120 
(702) 642-2220 

 
Visit us online at: UCClasvegas.org 

Facebook: UCC Las Vegas 
Twitter: @1stUCCLV 

Google+ Community: First Congregational UCC 
 
 

Every Sunday: 
Worship Service 10:00am 

Sunday School offered during worship 

Tomb, thou shalt not hold him longer;  
Death is strong, but life is stronger.  
Stronger than the dark, the light;  
Stronger than the wrong, the right.  
Faith and hope triumphant say,  
Christ will rise on Easter Day.  
 
—Phillips Brooks  


