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From the Pastors:

Something exciting is going to happen September 17" and 18™. You won't want
to miss it. We are going to gather as many of the members and friends of the
church together for a retreat. Our task will be to look ahead and plan the
direction this congregation will take as it faces the future.

We will gather at First Christian (Disciples of Christ); 101 South Rancho Drive;
Las Vegas. We gather at 7:00 p.m. on Friday night and will spend approximately
two hours together starting out on a journey of faith. Then we will gather again at
9:00 a.m. on Saturday morning. We expect to conclude the first act of our
journey about 3:00 p.m. We expect to come up with a plan of action that will
include starting out to seek a new pastor. That process will take a minimum of
one year and can take much longer. As your interim co-pastors, we would
remind you that we said when we came that we would not stay much beyond
eighteen months so now is the time to get started on the process.

We are asking everyone to come and share this experience with us. We
originally planned to ask someone else to lead this retreat. We have now
decided we will do it ourselves. We will do everything we can to lift up your
hopes and desires for the future but, in order to do that, we need to have you
present. You can sign up for the retreat following worship every Sunday or you
can register by calling the Church Office
(642-2220 — Monday, Wednesday,

or Friday mornings between the 4
hours of 9:00 and 12:00). Don't
miss this opportunity to shape
FCUCC as it continues into the
future.

We continue to wish each one
of you,

Grace & Egceéz)wer & Joy, PL A N N I N G
retreat

-




Remember in our prayers:

Y Edward Lepinski, Joann©s
brother in IL,

Y Denine Wells Steinmetz,
recovering from neurosurgery,

Y Kathy Wells, breast cancer,

Y Edie Ebeler at home,

Y Pat & John Allen, at home,

Y Ron Rensch, Anita©srother in
AZ,

Y Cap Barthel, cancer treatment

Y Harry Willard, recovering from
surgery

Y Tom Miller and all those
deployed in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

OCTOBER 3%° SERVICE

We have a treat to look forward to on
October 3. Our service will be led by a
group of Hawaiians. Many of you will
remember that they were present on the first
Sunday of October last year. Part of that
memory will be that the service was delayed
due to a late flight from Hawaii. We have
been assured that will not happen again
(God willing). Don't miss this special
opportunity to experience another culture.

ANYBODY UP FOR A CONTEST?
Our very own food pantry will open on

August 27th. But...we don©t have a name for [l 11

it. Put on your creative thinking caps and
help suggest one. Submit your ideas and or
suggestions to the church office, the
Mission/Action Board or to either pastor.

From the Moderator:

Again many volunteers have made a
difference. A crew from the FCC and
Samoan congregations did a major
cleanup of the dumpster area. And D&S
Construction (Don G. & Stuart W.) have
been at it again, converting the worn
sliders in the serving counter to hinged
doors which the Matsuura family then
repainted.

+The Trustees
report that
construction of two
new fences for
outside storage and a-c

equipment security will begin soon, and
the long-awaited Sprint antenna work
has begun.

+Word from organist, Harry Willard is
that he will be back with us on Sunday,
August 29. He has been at his sisters
house in lllinois recovering from surgery.
We are grateful to Anita Stark for her
talent at the piano in Harry©s absence.

+We seem to be too busy or
preoccupied for big historical
\ celebrations lately. It sneaked

/ up on us but 2004 is the
%\ 70th anniversary year
G:{% of our official

’ ¥ | mg. existence! This
= .-Hnnmm: church was chartered
V' in 1934,

===Don Schmiedel===




EMPTY SCRAPBOOKS

Help! We need pictures rf/ﬂ 5
and any  newspaper /L AA
articles, programs, etc. /SFBAPB(NA

about church people (We

have the one about Edie Ebeler winning
the Lazy Boy Recliner!) for the last three
or four years. Did anyone take pictures
of the Scouts putting in the ramp, etc.,
church school activities, all of you that
went to camp, Harry Willard©sspecial
day, the picnic at Mt. Charleston, the
Attic Sale, Clean-up Days, Choir
activities, committee activities, etc.? We
also need the name of the activity,
names of the people in the pictures, and
the dates if possible (at least a guess of
the month and year). Address it to the
Church Historian, put your name for the
return address, and drop them off at the
office. If you want the originals back, let
us know. If you have some older things
from the 1990s hidden away, send that
too. We will return anything extra if you
want it back. The Scrapbooks will be put
out for you to see soon

Grace Schmiedel, Historian
BOUNDARY TRAINING

It is mandatory that all clergy serving
within our Conference attend boundary

training. Gail and Stuart will be
attending that in Santa Barbara, CA on
September 21°. Because of the

distance traveled, they will be leaving
during the afternoon of September 20
and will not return until sometime late in
the day on September 22",

Mission And Action

A warm welcome awaits our friends from
Hawaii. The trip represents solid effort
and commitment, especially in these
times of ever increasing airfares.

The visit coincides with  World
Communion Sunday. We do not yet
know if Neighbors in Need will be in the
schedule. Time restrictions may delay
the offering until the 10th.

Neighbors in Need is the offering to aid
churches providing services paralleling
our outreach. The UCC website lists 99
efforts served. Our congregation has
responded well in past efforts to share
our support with sister congregations.

Jim Beggs, Chairman




[Update] Bringing hope to Florida
August 17, 2004

Faith-based groups at work.

The United Church of Christ responding to a
request for immediate relief funds has sent
$10,000 from the One Great Hour of Sharing
Offering and Emergency USA Special Fund to
the UCC Florida Conference. An additional
$10,000 has been sent to Church World Service
as part of our ecumenical commitment.
Anticipating a long recovery process for persons
affected, and in order to allow the UCC a greater
response, an additional $75,000 is being sought
from UCC members and friends.

In the face of Florida©s great need, faith-based
groups are bringing a sense of hope. Tuesday
morning, four days after Charley©slandfall, the
aftermath is still daunting: 18 people are dead.
Some 760,000 people are still without power.
Nineteen shelters are open statewide housing
1,991 evacuees. Two special needs shelters are
housing 53 evacuees. Ten hospitals were
destroyed or damaged across the state. In
Charlotte County—a devastated swath—schools
will not reopen until the end of this month.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA)—through a partial analysis of remote
sensing reconnaissance data—reported that 797
housing units were catastrophically damaged,
displacing 972 persons; 2,247 housing units were
extensively damaged, displacing 2,992 persons;
3,113 housing units were moderately damaged,
displacing 4,616 persons; and 21,414 housing
units had limited damage, displacing 35,768
persons.

And, in the face of what national news media has
often portrayed as a chaotic scene, faith-based
groups are working to coordinate efforts in a
response that combines immediate relief with
long-term rebuilding. Officials from the state and
from the FEMA are working closely with faith-
based and voluntary agencies.

Bill Wealand, UCC Florida Conference Disaster
Response Coordinator, reports that the United
Church of Christ is assisting UCC pastors and
church members whose houses have been

destroyed in
finding
temporary
housing; and
organizing a
ucc
volunteer
coordination
center to
deploy,
house
feed
volunteer
work groups
from  within
and outside

and

of Florida.
Additionally,
the UCC

Florida Conference office is establishing an "800"
number for all persons to report unmet needs.
This ecumenical center for gathering information
is supported by Florida Interfaith Networking in
Disaster (FIND)—the UCC is an active member
in this organization.

Faith-based groups had the numbers of hope:
48,615 meals were served on Sunday alone from
43 Salvation Army canteens in seven counties
throughout the state. And operations continued
this week.

Two volunteer reception centers are operating,
one in Arcadia and one in Sarasota. A
multi-agency relief distribution warehouse opened
in Tampa. On Tuesday it was being operated by
state and local emergency management officials,
but operations will be turned over to Adventist
Community Services.

In the initial stages of emergency repair,
AmeriCorps teams have been working in
partnership with Christian Contractors to provide
tarps for homes, particularly those of elderly and
disabled people. FEMA sent Christian
Contractors three truckloads of tarps and other
construction equipment.

Heather Feltman, disaster response director for
Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR), described
the mission of LDR—and of the general
faith-based response community—in a Tuesday



report: "We are working with emergency
management authorities, agencies and
ecumenical partners to assist in recovery and
response planning," she wrote.

Response from faith-based groups currently is a
mixture of immediate relief and planning for
long-term rebuilding that will help meet needs not
addressed by federal or state aid, explained Tom
Hazelwood of the United Methodist Committee
on Relief. "We are coordinating volunteers who
are out removing debris now but, at the same
time, we are working hard to coordinate a
long-term recovery," he said.

Volunteers will have their work cut out for them.

The Rev. Thomas Weitzel director of
communications for the Florida Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,

described the debris: "Mile after mile. Block after
block. Yard after yard. Hardly a square inch of
ground left uncovered with somethingDb tree
limbs, shingles, insulation, downed power lines
and poles, pieces of metal, glass, wood, brick,
concrete...Walking through this massive debris
field, | could only wonder, ©Where does one even
start to put it all back together again?© "

The faith community is asking the same earnest
guestion, and, together, coming up with answers.
Church World Service (CWS) has issued an
emergency appeal to cover the deployment of a
team of Disaster Response and Recovery
Liaisons (DRRLs) who will work with the faith
community and with emergency management
officials in Florida.

CWS expects to expand this appeal as additional
needs are uncovered in coming weeks and
months. CWS reported its focus will be to assist
people already vulnerable before the disaster,
and that the DRRLs will focus on all areas of
Florida affected by the hurricane. CWS will work
closely with Florida Interfaith Networking in
Disaster, Florida Voluntary Organizations Active
in Disaster, and with CWS member
denominations. CWS is prepared to send
material resources such as lightweight blankets,
personal care kits and cleanup supplies.

Faith-based response leaders also emphasized
that, in the midst of Florida©s tragedy, people not
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forget other areas damaged by Charley. In North
Carolina, Hurricane Charley damaged at least
130 Brunswick County homes and left the
southern end of North Carolina©s coast strewn
with debris, emergency management officials
said. Oak Island was also hit hard, and officials
said 106 houses and structures were damaged
there, with many losing a roof.

How you can help

1. Pray for people who live in communities
affected by hurricanes.

2. To help those affected by disasters you may,
send gifts made out to your UCC Conference and
marked in the memo portion "Emergency USA" to
the Conference Office with a note asking them to
send the gifts to the Office for Global Sharing of

Resources; Wider Church Ministries; 700
Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115.

OR

3. Send gifts, made out to Wider Church

Ministries and marked in the memo portion
"Emergency USA" to the Office for Global
Sharing of Resources; Wider Church Ministries;
700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115.

This month's Clarion features several articles
from www.ucc.org/ucnews/. These are also
available, with full photos and more for free,
by subscribing to UCNews. You can
subscribe by calling 800-363-0575 or by
filling out a form at our church office.




Patriot Day
— a day of remembrance

On Decenber 18, 2001, Congess approved a
joint resolution designating September 11 o ead
yea as “Patriot Day.” It's a day to remember the
more than 3,000innacent lives lost on that September
morning in 2001.

The resolution requests that eadh yea the
President issie a proclamation cdling on the
American people and state and locd governments to
ohbserve the day with appropriate programs and
adivities. Those adivities include remembrance
services, candlelight vigils, moments of silence and
flying the American flag at half-staff.

In his 2003 poclamation President Bush said,
“On that day, and in its aftermath, we saw the
grednessof Americain the bravery of victims; in the
heroism of first responcers who laid down their lives
to save others, in the compasson d people who
stepped forward to help those they had never met; and
in the generosity of millions of Americans who
enriched ou courtry with ads of service ad
kindness.

This page is from the United Church of Christ website

http://www.ucc.org/ucnews/aug04/honoring.htm

Honoring the fallen

By J. Bennett Guess
July-August 2004

Public images of flag-draped, military
coffinsb once common during wartimeb are now
forbidden by the U.S. government. But that hasn't
stopped several UCC churches from finding
creative ways to help their communities grieve
the deaths of hundreds of U.S. service members
and thousands of Iraqi civilians.

On June 21-22, about 1,000 people from across
northern Ohio wandered about the expansive
green lawn at The First Church in Oberlin (Ohio),
UCC to view "Eyes Wide Open,” a traveling,
multimedia exhibit of the American Friends
Service Committee. Its centerpiece is a makeshift
memorial containing rows and rows of black
combat boots, each identified with the name of a
fallen U.S. soldier. Reminiscent of the somber,
orderly feel at Arlington National Cemetery,
Oberlin's emotional tribute paid homage to 837
military personnel who had died to-date during
the 2003 Iragi invasion and subsequent
occupation.

Inside the church, 10,000 bullet casings, each
representing an Iragi civilian killed during the war,
surrounded a primitive plowb a symbolic,
prayerful  reminder of Isaiah's biblical,
swords-into- plowshares image. Accompanying

Keep them all in your prayers this Patriot Dayeducation-oriented displays helped visitors grasp

6



the cost of war both in human and financial
terms.

Organized locally by an ecumenical peace group
that meets at the church, the exhibit required a
cadre of volunteers to spend nearly seven hours
setting up and properly tagging the sets of boots.
The escalating number of military casualties
meant that Oberlin's volunteers had to purchase
additional boots from a local Army-Navy surplus
store to refl ect the most recent deaths.

"As the exhibit goes on to other cities, they too
are having to buy new boots," said the Rev. David
Hill, the church's pastor.

One 20-year-old volunteer, Hill said, became
emotionally overwhelmed during setup when he
realized how many of the dead were younger
than he was. Another young woman, whose
husband had died recently in Irag, took time to
pay her respects to each and every fallen soldier
represented there.

"The memorial aspect was key," Hill said. "You
can be for peace and support the troops. There is
a mistaken belief that if you are protesting this
war, you do not support the soldiers, but the
boots help to make a bridge. They honor the
soldiers who are over there, the ones who are
paying the ultimate price for this. And this
enables [people] to have the serious
conversations about the issues surrounding this
war."

Similarly, at St. Mark UCC in Terre Haute, Ind.,
938 flags covered the church's lawn on Memorial
Day, May 31, with each representing a U.S.
soldier who has died in either Iraq or Afghanistan.

The Rev. Jimmy Watson, pastor, said the idea
belonged to church member Dave Roberts, who
wanted to express concern for fallen soldiers
while also attesting to war's destructive
consequences.

Watson says he warmed to Roberts' idea once
he better understood his motives. "As a pacifist, |
had a difficult task because | didn't want our
church to be seen as ‘war cheerleaders,"
Watson says, "but instead as supporters in Christ
of the families of those soldiers who have
perished. We wanted to appeal to our

community's natural patriotism while at the same
time we wanted to give them a sense of the
tragedy of war ... to inject some sense of realism
to what is happening."”

Public reaction was positive, he said, even if
there was a wide range of understandings of the
exhibit's purpose.

"Some saw it as what Memorial Day has always
beenb the typical, patriotic thing to do to
memorialize fallen soldiers," Watson said. "But
some said it made them question the
senselessness of what we are doing [in Iraq]. We
wanted to honor those who have died but inject a
sense of realism in what is happening here."

At United Church of Chapel Hill in North Carolina,
fabric artist Sherri Woodb with some help from
the congregation's senior high youthb fashioned
a memorial banner for the church. Its design
includes hundreds of tiny coffins, representing
the number of U.S. soldiers killed in Iraq. The
coffins' placement spells out the word "repent.”
On the banner's second side, ornate stitching
memorializes fallen Iragis.

In May, Elise Surko, a member of Fredericksburg
(Va.) Congregational UCC, was so upset by news
reports coming from Iraq about prisoner abuses
at the U.S.-operated Abu Ghraib prison, she
urged her church to do something. "She wanted
the people over there to know that we're not all
like that, in the same way that I'm sure the Iraqi
people would want us to know that they do not all
represent the violence that we see coming from
there," says the Rev. Cathie Fisher Braman,
pastor.

Four days later, 30 peopleb representing not only
the UCC but also Muslim, Unitarian Universalist,
Baptist and United Methodist
traditionsb participated in a UCC-organized
candlelight vigil in the center of town.

"We were able to show that we are a peaceful
people," Braman says.

2004 The United Church of Christ
(http://lwww.ucc.org)



This page is from the United Church of Christ website

http://www.ucc.org/ucnews/aug04/focus.htm
‘Hospitality is a spiritual discipline’

By Kenneth Colman
July-August 2004

The alarm goes off each Friday morning at 4:45. |
quietly get out of bed, get dressed and,
depending on the weather, | am usually driving to
the church by 5. | put on a pot of coffee and get
the signs out to the side of the street, along with
the coffee table. By 5:30, two church members
have joined me. Armed with a prayer,
communion and a thermos of coffeeb with all the
fixingsb we begin waving and offering free coffee
to all who pass by. Along with coffee, we offer
communion to any who wish to partake.

The evangelism committee took my
recommendation to begin this ministry as an
outreach to the community beginning in the
spring of 2000, my first Lenten season here. The
first two Fridays, | counted the passing cars and
there were more than 1,000 in a two-hour period.

Our intention was to do this through Easter, but
then something happened and here we are 4-1/2
years laterb still waving and still giving out coffee
for free.

What happened is that people began stopping
that were not coffee drinkers. They were thanking
us for "making their Fridays" with our waves and
smiles.

We have a regular who is active in his own
church but tells us he misses us when we miss a
week. We have people telling us that they are
praying for us. We had a man that worked near
us stop and ask us to pray with him. A school bus
driver stopped and asked for prayer. Since
September 11, 2001, we have spoken with many
non-church people who said that our waving gave
them a new hope for the world.

Once, | was in the emergency room with my son
and, as | filled out the paperwork and was asked
my place of employment, the woman behind the
counter saw the name of the church and began
to smile from ear to ear. | could not understand
what triggered that smile and then | wondered, so
| asked her, "You have seen me waving on Friday

mornings, haven't you?" She just nodded yes.
God is speaking with a wave, coffee and prayer.
It has been a blessing for all who participate.

What | thought might bring visitors has become a
sacred time for me and for those who share the
Good News of the Gospel through a wave. We
have begun to live the life of "the welcome table"
in this simple act of hospitality. People are
craving to be recognized and connected into a
community, and a wave and a smile have made
all the difference. Evangelism has new meaning
for me and for the church.

Lately, as | watch the sun rise in the East, | have
come to realize that this "waving pastor" has
found a new spiritual discipline. It helps me each
week, and when | must miss a week for a
conference or retreat, my life is not quite whole.
For four-plus years, | have gotten in tune with
creation by watching the changes of the seasons,
and | have met people in our neighborhood that |
never would have met otherwise. One never
knows what will come from a simple idea, yet
when we stay opened, we are blessed beyond
our imaginations.

Hospitality has become a spiritual discipline for
me, and | believe it is the very essence to which
Christ has called us. | thank God | heard the call.
The Rev. Kenneth Colman is pastor of United
Christian Church (UCC/Disciples) in Renton,
Wash.

2004 The United Church of Christ
(http://www.ucc.org)

In your soul are infinitely precious things that
cannot be taken from you.
—OscarWilde

* Ordinary riches can be stolen, real riches canfot.



: A New Christianity for a New World :
| Blshop John Shefgongn the News and Christian Fa|th

Dean, a medical doctor in Maine writes:

"I am a member of a large United Church of
Christ church in Maine. Our minister says the
bedrock belief of Christianity is the Trinity. That is
a stumbling block for Judaism and it suggests to
the adherents of Islam that the three
"monotheistic" religions do not worship the same
God. My own learning is toward your "New
Christianity for A New World" and toward the
Jesus Seminar. How do you handle the Trinity?"

Dear Dean,

No one can ultimately define God, not even as
the Holy Trinity. The height of human arrogance
is to suggest otherwise. All any of us can do is
define not God, but our experience with God.
There is a vast difference between those two
things. The Trinity is a definition of our
experience, nothing more. Those that make this
definition of our experience the definition of God,
and call it the "bedrock belief of Christianity" are
not well informed.

The Trinity did not get defined until the fourth
century of the Christian era. Paul and Mark are
certainly not Trinitarians. In the debates of the
third and fourth centuries that
led to the Trinitarian formulation,
only the Fourth Gospel was
guoted to give the doctrine a
biblical basis.

| have no trouble asserting that |
experience God in Trinitarian
categories, but to then assert
that that the way | believe |
experience God is the way God
is, is a huge leap into idolatry.
None of us can ever finally know
who god is. So | will never say
that God is a Trinity. That is to
say more than | can know.

I will say that my experience of
God is Trinitarian. That is, |
experience God as that which is
beyond all human categories,
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Confirmed members
Baptized persons

Children, regardless of
whether baptized

the Infinite Other. That is what Christians call the
"Father and Almighty Creator." | experience God
as Depth within, closer than my breath. That is
what Christians call the Holy Spirit. Lastly, |
experience God as a reality flowing through
human lives and, for me, uniquely present in the
life of Jesus. That is what Christians call ©The
Son®© and that affirmation is why | am a Christian.
Since God by definition can only be one, | talk
about my God experience as divine oneness in
three manifestations. That is what the Church
was trying to say with its doctrine of the Trinity.
But all doctrines are attempts to describe the
human God experience. They are not
descriptions of God. That distinction is so often
lost by clergy like the one you quote. People who
assert doctrinal purity are normally asserting their
authority as interpreters of ultimate truth.
Someday they will learn, as we all must, that God
does not need human defenders, and that all of
us walk into the god that we believe that we have
experienced.

-- John Shelby Spong

Bishop Spong, formerly the Episcopal Bishop of
New Jersey, has written several books including
“Rescuing the Bible from Fundamentalism” and
“Liberating the Gospels.”

Who is normally included or who should be included in receiving the
elements of Holy Communion?
(Respondents were asked to check all that apply)

Youth and adults,
regardless of whether
baptized or confirmed

Congregational .

Responses Clergy Laity
100% 100% 93%
83% 96% 87%
61% 59% 32%
69% 77% 68%

Source: 2004 UCC worship survey



This page is from the United Church of Christ ~ website
http://www.ucc.org/ucnews/aug04/samaritan.htm

Samaritan sect still clings to
unique heritage, customs
Beyond Biblical caricatures

"The Arabs see us as Jews and the Jews
see us as Arabs, but we’re not Jews and
we’re not Arabs. We're Samaritans."

— Elezar HaCohen, Samaritan elder

By Michele Chabin
Religion News Service
July-August 2004

MOUNT GERIZIM, WEST BANKD Dressed in
flowing robes of the type their ancestors wore
thousands of years ago, the 670 people in the
world who call themselves "Samaritans" gathered
on this lonely mountain one evening in early May
and celebrated the holiday of Passover.

At sunset in the small mountaintop village they
call Kiryat Luza, the male heads of the various
clans prayed and then cut the throats of 30 lambs
as part of the Pascal sacrifice in accordance with
the Book of Exodus.

For the remainder of the week, while the world
below their mountain carried on its own routine,
Samaritan children stayed home from school and
their parents from their jobs. They ate special
foods, including home-made “"matzah,” or
unleavened bread.

Despite the Samaritans' marking of Passover,
the Sabbath and other rituals and observances
similar to Judaism, Samaritans are not Jews but
a distinct people. They are best known from the
New Testament parable Jesus told of the Good
Samaritan who came to the aid of a mugged and
wounded traveler.

In contrast to Jews, who follow both the written
law of the Torah as well as the oral law, the
Samaritans adhere only to the five books of
Moses, known as the Pentateuch. Like Orthodox
Jews, the Samaritans strictly observe the laws of
circumcision, family purity and kosher dietary
laws. They write in ancient Hebrew script, the
language of their Torah, and pray in the ancient
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Samaritan elders leal
Pasover festivities on
the West Bank’s Mount
Gerizim in ealy May.
Closely related to the
Jews, the 67C
remaining Samaritans
trace their lineage to
ancient Israel.

Religion News Service
| OsherSassonphoto.

Hebrew dialect spoken by Jews through the first
millennium AD.

"Jews and Samaritans are both sons of the
Israelites," says lIsrael Tzedaka, one of the
Samaritans’ much-honored elders, during the
Samaritan Passover feast, which occurred a
month after Jews celebrated the holiday.

Tzedaka lives in the Israeli town of Holon, as do
roughly half the world's Samaritans. During
holidays and family occasions, the Israel-based
Samaritans travel to Kiryat Luza, where the
community's other half resides on Mount Gerizim,
in Palestinian territory just southwest of Nablus,
the biblical Shechem.

"We trace our roots to the 12 tribes of the
Kingdom of Israel," Tzedaka says. While there
have been centuries of animosity between
Samaritans and Jews, it was Christians and
Muslims who almost succeeded in wiping out the
Samaritans.

"Once we lived throughout the land of Israel and
there are 1.2 million of us," Tzedaka says of the
Samaritan's Golden Age, in the 4th and 5th
centuries AD. "When the Christians and Muslims
came they persecuted us. They killed many of us
and the rest were converted by force."

By the early 1900s, the community consisted of
just 146 people, according to a local census. It
grew a bit during the 1930s, under British
colonialism and has continued to grow, very
slowly, ever since.

Today's Samaritans are an eclectic mix of
ancient and modern. While the older members
dress as if they had just stepped out of the Bible,



the younger generation sports jeans and T-shirts.
They attend college and surf the Internet, while
practicing their faith to the letter.

Arguably the most challenging precept the
community maintains is the one related to
marriage: Under Samaritan law, single women B
who are outnumbered by single men by a 3-to- 1
ratio B must marry another Samaritan. Usually,
that's a first or second cousin. Samaritan men
are permitted to find a wife outside the group, but
only on the condition the bride adhere strictly to
the community's laws and traditions.

The Mount Gerizim Samaritans identify with their
Palestinian neighbors. They speak Arabic among
themselves and attend local Palestinian schools.
Yet unlike other Palestinians, the Samaritans
have Israeli identity papers that enable them to
travel freely to and from Israel even when other
Palestinians cannot.

Israel-based Samaritan men serve in the Israeli
military, "though we're posted close to home so
that we can maintain our traditions," says Osher
Sassoni, a 25-year-old Holon resident who
served in the armed forces before becoming a
computer expert. "We can't eat the meat served
in the army, so we eat like vegetarians."

Zahara Yehoshua, the mother of three grown
children, credits the close-knit community's
education system and its day-to-day practices
with instilling a love of tradition in the younger
generation.

"From the time they're born we raise our children
in a Torah atmosphere. By the time they're 2 or 3,
they start learning our language and religion, and
how to pray," Yehoshua says.

Despite living in two such different cultures, the
Israeli and Palestinian community members get
along well, according to Sassoni. "Of course,
we're not the same. We act differently and even
our jokes are different. We dress more like
Israelis, who dress like Americans. The others
dress like Europeans.”

Since the start of the Palestinian uprising in
September 2000, "the Holon people have
traveled more to Mount Gerizim than vice-versa.
We speak better Arabic than they speak Hebrew,
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but we communicate and get along," Sassoni
says of his Palestinian Samaritan brethren.

Following such an unusual path, which skirts both
Palestinian and lIsraeli society, is fraught with
minefields, says Elezar HaCohen, a Samaritan
elder.

"The Arabs see us as Jews and the Jews see us
as Arabs, but we're not Jews and we're not
Arabs. We're Samaritans. We keep the Torah
like they did in the beginning,” he says. "What is
permitted is permitted. What is not permitted is
not permitted."

HaCohen says the community's leaders go to
great lengths to remain apolitical, but adds the
group's biculturalism makes the transition
between the two warring societies less harrowing
than one would expect.

"Personally, | was born in Shechem but have
lived in Holon for 35 years. When | go to
Shechem and | meet people there we hug each
other."

Yaffet Ben Asher Cohen, the self-appointed
guardian of the community's priceless ancient
texts and family trees that span 3,700 years,
says, "Our hope is that we will be able to
preserve our language, religion, traditions and
unity of the people until Judgment Day. We also
hope that the Palestinians and Israelis will learn
from us.

"We Samaritans have survived countless wars,"
he says. "In every generation they have
conquered us, killed us, imprisoned us. War
brings only destruction."”

2004 The United Church of Christ
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©God lovesyou©—agreat thing to
hear, but still we need more

By J. Bennett Guess
July-August 2004

This summer, at Ben and Jim's first-ever
front-porch sale, | hesitatingly added to the
merchandise, among other things, a 15-year-old
framed poster that reads, "I am me, | am
okay"P one of my prized possessions, purchased
in my early 20s. It had served as a focal point of
my post-college decorating motif.

When | purchased that oversized posterb and
spent a chunk of my precious, seminary-era
dollars on its attractive metal frameb | was
especially needful of its you-are-somebody
message, especially since its small print included
dozens of self affirmations.

| remember showing it offb proudlyb to my
ever-wise, ever-cool friend, Sue, who was at least
15 years my senior. | knew she'd love it.

But, upon its unveiling, she seemed
unimpressed. "l had that same poster once, but |
outgrew my l-am-me, |-am-okay phase a long
time ago," she said, calling into question not only
my approach to mental health but my good
decorating sensibilities as well.

How dare she.

Now fast-forward about 15 years, and that poster
is sitting on my front porch with a $5 price
tagb and it's ripe for mark-down. Still wanting to
justify my appreciation for it, | blame its demise
on my more sophisticated sense of style and my
preference for original art.

But, if I'm really honest with myself, she had a
point.

All of us, | think, travel down that necessary,
bumpy road toward self-acceptance. It's an
important journey. Too many of us, for thousands
of different reasons, grow up not knowing and not
appreciating our own value. We need
self-affirmation, especially to receive fully the
affirmation of others.

12

But learning to love vyourself, despite its
importance, is still not nirvana; it's merely a
jumping-off place. The real challenge is to be
propelled forward in our love and compassion for
others, something rooted in self-love to be sure,
but not the same as it.

In the Christian life, knowing that "I'm okay" is not
a sufficient-enough credo, especially if it allows
escape from all that is not okay within and around
us. Perpetual self-nurturance at the expense of
justice is, well, just selfishness.

Many years ago, | remember hearing the Rev.
Jim Dewey of the Indiana- Kentucky Conference
say that most bible studies in the United States
typically end with the same question, "What does
this scripture mean to you?"

Instead, Dewey taught, the ultimate question
should be, "So, given what this scripture says,
what are you going to do about it?" It's the most
important part of the conversation, he said, and
the one we prefer to avoid.

"God loves you"P | never tire of hearing it. But |
also need more.

"So what are you going to do about it?" That's
where | need my church to push me deeper.
Changing the world by loving my enemies is still
harder than loving myself, even on my worst
days.

Back at the porch sale, near the day's end,
someone finally buys my nice poster. "l bet he's
in his I-am-me, I-am-okay phase," | think.
Handing me three bucks, he says, "I'm just
buying it for the frame."

2004 The United Church of Christ
(http://www.ucc.org)

* When a man is wrapped up in himself, he ma
a very small package.
—JohnRuskin
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Thinking about Labor Day John Donne ’'s argument
with death

JohnDonne(1572-1631) was the brilliant pastor
of St. Pauls Cathedral in London when the Great
Plague surged throadgengland. The plague came in
three great waves leaving sick and dying people
everywhere. In London alone during the final
epidemic 40,000 people died.

Obviously, the Rev. DDonnewas
overwhelmed with the task of pastoral care for
afflicted families. Then he was struck down with a
consuming illness himself. Physicians assumed it was
the plague. For six long weeks he lay at desatloor.

For six weeks and more, he argued with what St. Paul
called®the last enenfy— death.

It turned out that he did not have the plague at
all, but an ailment which resembled that illness.

Out of that soul-challenging struggle grew
Donnés confidence that ultimately death would not
really conquer him.

He wrote the well-known sonnet known as
aDeath Be Not Prou®l.Here are a few pertinent
sentences from that work:

Death, be not proud, though some have cathed
R/Iighty and dreadful, fothouare not so;

For those whonthouthink’st thou dostoverthrow
Die not, poor Death, nor yeanstthoukill me.

ne short sleep past, we wake eternally,

nd Death shall be no more; Deathpushaltdie.

The Bible affirms the importance of work. Adam
was put in the gardetio till and keep i,

In the fourth commandment we are told to
aRemember theabbatiday, and keep it hol/.Then
we read?Six days you shall labor and do all your
work® (Exodus 20:8-NRSV).

Work is important for us. It allows us to use our
talent, our minds and our strength to create and brin
forth the2fruits® of our labor. Work satisfies an inner
need to make a positive contribution to the world.
Work helps to bring satisfaction and fulfillment to us
as we use our lives for good and uplifting purposes. E
is a way of exercising good stewardship of the
personal gifts God has given to us: our brain power,
our ptysical strength, our special talents. *

Since we have the privilege of beifmgorkers

*%

together with Go#lit seems fitting that we set aside » Have great hopes, and dare to go all QUt for
them. Have great dreams, and dare to live thgm.

orle Fjay a year to think about the.goodness and Have tremendous expectations and believe i
dignity of work. Therefore, let us joyfully celebrate them.

Labor Day. —Norman VincenPeale

*%k%
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Fall Choir rehearsals begin
Thursday, September 2
at 7:15 PM Sharp

Volunteers for September Finances
Date Reader Coffee Hour
5 Al Horkay o July vear
12 Alice Berly Some willing CODtrlbUtlonS: $2,942.00 $30,627.52
19 Tom Berly; volunteers Building Usage:  $3,444.93 $15,815.78
26 Don Schmiedel Other: $0.20 $367.32
G Total Income:  $6,387.13 $46,810.62
_ Ministry:  $201.12 $1,158.61
Monday: 912 Stuart Building & Office:  $1,104.35 $10,631.55
Wednesday:  9-11 ~ Gail and (or) Stuart Utiliies: $1,126.08  $4,226.36
Friday: ~ 9-12 _ Gall Salaries: $3,462.62 $31,393.22
Other times by appointment Total Expense:  $5,894.17 $47,409.74
We welcome calls at home when needed:
Contact us via e-mail or phone:
Stuart Wells Pastor wellsjstu@ucclasvegas.org Cell: 376-0034
Gail Wells Pastor wellsga@ucclasvegas.org Cell: 376-0224
Don Schmiedel Moderator schmiedeld@mymailstation.com 734-1887
Ann Beggs Office Administrator church@ucclasvegas.org 642-2220
Jim Beggs Tech Editor clarion@ucclasvegas.org 382-9812



Our Weekly Schedule

[__ Suwday ! Mondhy _TTuesday ! Wedvesy [ _Thursday ! Friday ! Saturday !
110:00 AM locoam  Toocoam l900am ~ o.00am EsL 19:00AM B
| FCC Services ; -1200N . ESL ; -1200N 111:30 AM | -1200N 1 |
111:00 AM | FCC Office |11:30AM | FCC Office | Bread | FCC | |
! Coffee Hour ,900AM ESL |, Bread ,9:00AM ESL ,7:15 PM , Office | X
l12:00N American ! 16:00 PM ' Bible Study '10:00 AV 1500PM
: Samoan Services | | | American  17:00 PM | Food | American |
|8:00 PM Romanian | ; ! Samoan ' Romanian ! Panty ! Sarrl}oan !
1 Services | | | (Hall) | (Hall) |6300 PM | (Hall |
! . , . , . American , ,
L __ S R [ S — - i Samoan , __ ___,
Events, Birthdays and Anniversaries for September

______ (Anniversaries list both names - Birthdays list single names - Events arebold.)
:- Sunday | Monday T Tuesday—l Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday —|
[T " TAug22] Aug23] " Aug24] " Aug25] Aug26) Aug27] Aug28,
I | | Ferina Fheryl |Rachel | Food Pantry | Jackie |
b .. Moenoa , Hendrick , Spiler , Opening ___, Immordino__,
l- 291 301 311 11 21 31 41
' Judy Howarth | | | | 7:125PM | 7:15 Pinochle | |
I‘ _______ . N S I_CDOIL__ v ' 1
, 5, 67 7 8 97 107 11,
| 11:15 AM | I | | 715pm | | sane |
| Congregators_ \__ ___ ., ___ ___a___ __ L Chor 1 Grandiean_
I . 12 13| 14 15 16| 17 18|
"Ann & Jim X ,7:00PM | , Tom & , 6:00 PM - , 9:00 AM- ,
| Beggs | ' Councdl 1 | Alice 1 9:00 PM | 2:00 PM .
1 11:15AM | | | | Berly | AlChurch | AllChurch |
| Trustees, ! ! ! 17:15 PM ! Ret_regt at First ! Ret_regt at First 1
. Mission & Choir Christian Christian !
' Action I I I | I I |

I 22y T sy T T Ayt T 25,
1 11:15 AM | | | |7:15PM | September| | |
' S&PL, . X X , Choir i Clarion ; I
I Christan Ed 1 1 1 ! T T 1 !
) 74 7] R 29 77 T3 TT 7 T oct1 T T Toct2]
| 1 1 Ardell 1 17:15 PM 17:15 Pinochle 1 I
; ! ! Zobrist ! ' Choir ' ' !
1 | | Gloria | | | | |
Lo . o __uFoster . . _i____ __ '
| ) _O_ct 3 | Oct 4 Oct 5 | Oct 6 | Ocy 7 | Oct 8 | Oct 9
| Hawaiian Visit | , Adelle , Fred y 7215 PM , Andrew . I
, Neighborsin 1 v Eicher 1+ Moenoa ' Chair 1 Rodriguez ! !
+ Need I I | I I |
| World 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
| m IOh 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
| 11:15 AM I I I | I I |
| Congregaiors_ y _ _ _ 4 a1 i ___._._ o .
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Sunday Service 10:00 am
Coffee & Fellowship 11:00 am

Men's & Women'’s Breakfast
9:00 am every Tuesday

Food Pantry Opens

August 27
Choir Start September 2
Pinochle September 3

Congregators September 5

All Church Retreat
September 17,18

Hawaiian Visitors,

World Communion Sunday,
Neighbors in Need,
Congregators October 3

Special dates

* Labor Day September 6

« Patriot Day (remembrance of 9/11)
September 11

» Grandparents Day September 12
* First Day of Autumn September 22
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